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hereafter as an explanation of the otherwise irredeem-
able badness of the world .that we know. Yet does
not even this imply an over-readiness to interpret the
world humanwise, to weigh God's action in man's
balance, to sit in judgment and condemn as irredeem-
able and irrational a process of which we ourselves
are part, and outside which we cannot stand ?

Is it not wiser, then, to interpret the condemnation
passed by the higher conscience of man on the world,
as it presents itself to our limited understanding, as
expressive of the general tendency of that Goodness
which is slowly realising itself in the world, and which
finds its most forward development on earth in the
best minds of the best men, behind which the whole
process lags, and on whose active obedience to the
tendency, made conscious in them, its acceleration
depends ? The prophet, then, were but the herald of
the dawn, a man before his time, one who " gets him
up into a high mountain " and commands a wider out-
look. What he foretells is not to be the result of a
miraculous interference with, but of an orderly work-
ing out of, processes already in train. He aspires after
those perfect adjustments between goodness and happi-
ness, evil and suffering, ignorance and wickedness, and
the like, which are the "ideal" of the world, already
expressing itself in man's spirit, and calling on him to
labour for its actuation.

The modern prophet regards neither the Powers of
Good nor those of Evil as outside the natural order, nor
regards this latter as their mere battle-ground. "As
by its faith in the sovereignty of God the early Church
rose superior to the pessimism which viewed the
world as subject to the Devil and his angels, so to the